GOSUD report to IODE-19 (Trieste March 2007)

The work of the past year of the Global Ocean Surface Underway Data (GOSUD) Project has been focused largely at IFREMER which operates the Global Data Assembly Centre (GDAC) for the Project ( see http://www.ifremer.fr/gosud/ ). The GOSUD project is focused on acquiring data directly from data collectors rather than using the GTS TRACKOB messages as a primary source of real-time data. There were a couple of reasons for this. The first was that although some data were being placed routinely on the GTS this was not broadly so. Second, GOSUD is interested in acquiring 5 minute average data to allow for the description of high spatial scale variability. Some vessels do this high frequency sampling and in 2004 and 2005 some were reported on the GTS. However, the data volume is high and operators appeared to choose to stop reporting such high sampled data to the GTS in 2006. The number of ships reporting directly, however, has not changed substantially.

After some delays it appears that at least some of the data being collected by the SeaKeepers organization are at least making it to the GTS. These vessels mask their call signs, but all use a consistent prefix on their call signs. As yet there have been no direct data submissions to the GDAC. GOSUD needs to pursue this collaboration and improve the quantity of data coming directly to the GDAC and to the GTS.

In 2006, GOSUD held a joint meeting with the SAMOS (Shipboard Automated Meteorological and Oceanographic System ) Project) in Boulder. The SAMOS project has similar goals to GOSUD but in this case it deals with meteorological data. It is common for both oceanographic and meteorological underway data to be collected at the same time and so a collaboration with SAMOS is logical. The Boulder meeting was the first for members of each Project to meet each other and to understand objectives. It consisted of 3 sessions, separate sessions for GOSUD, and for SAMOS and then a plenary where issues of common interest were discussed. A number of actions were identified and these will contribute to the work of GOSUD. The report is available through the SAMOS website (see http://www.coaps.fsu.edu/RVSMDC/marine_workshop3/docs/report_final.pdf )

JCOMM is taking up the task of changing real-time data reporting on the GTS from character based codes to BUFR. For GOSUD, this means changing from the TRACKOB code form to BUFR. The work is being lead by the Data Management Programme Area (DMPA). At this time, a draft BUFR template has been produced and is under discussion. The DMPA has formed a working group (lead by Bob Keeley at present) to look at templates from TRACKOB as well as other code forms to look for opportunities to consolidate how information is reported. This is being done in cooperation with the Meta-T group of JCOMM looking at how to report SST and associated information about how the observations were made.

Although no formal meeting of GOSUD is planned at this pojnt in time, some members will be present at an upcoming JCOMM Ship Observations Team (SOT) meeting to be held in April. It is expected that informal discussions will take place to refine what will be done this year and into the future.

Thierry Delcroix, one of the original co-chairs of GOSUD has resigned. It is been recommended by the other co-chair, Bob Keeley, that Loic Petit de la Villeon be confirmed as a co-chair. Loic works at IFREMER and has been a member of GOSUD from the start. He is well versed in the issues and working where the GDAC is located, is able to influence its operations. It is also important for IODE to begin looking for a replacement for Bob Keeley as the other co-chair for GOSUD. His workload both at home and internationally has increased such that he is no longer able to find the time required to devote to this project. He will stay on as co-chair for another year, but then must withdraw.

Year: 2007

	Tasks
	Planned action
	Help from IODE

	1
	Continue to acquire, process and make available real-time and delayed mode surface underway data.
	None

	2
	Complete annual reports for 2005, 2006
	None

	3
	Continue the collaboration with SeaKeepers to improve the direct submission of data to the GDAC and to encourage more data reported to the GTS
	None

	4
	Collaborate with SAMOS and address actions resulting from the Boulder meeting.
	None

	5
	Collaborate with DMPA WG on BUFR templates and Meta-T project to transition reporting surface observations from character code forms to BUFR
	None

	6
	Install a new co-chair for GOSUD and hold a meeting
	Ratify Loic Petit de la Villeon as co-chair, some financial assistance to attend meeting ($10K)


Year: 2008-9

	Tasks
	Planned action
	Help from IODE

	1
	Identify a replacement for Bob Keeley as co-chair of GOSUD
	Assist in finding a replacement

	2
	Complete annual reports for 2007, 2008
	None


